
St. Matthew Lutheran Church
North Tonawanda, NY 

September 27, 2026 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

In Matthew 21:23 32, Jesus confronts religious leaders who question His 

Jesus reminds us that faith is more than saying the right things or appearing 

The good news is that Christ comes for 
and failed. By His grace, He calls us back, forgives us, and gives us new hearts 

to follow Him. 
 

Welcome to all of our Members, Guests, and Visitors today, if you are a visitor, 
please introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at 

St. Matthew pray that you enjoyed your time worshiping with us today.



Hymn of Invocation LSB 902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
 

Stand 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit 

The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 

 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 186

C Lord, have mercy upon us.



Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 
mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor 
and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 
confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1 4, 25 32

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2

3As I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25

house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness 
and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done 
he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall 
save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not 
die. 29

house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 
 30

according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from 
all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from 
you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Lord GOD  
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Choir will sing God Is My Shepherd



Epistle Philippians 2:1 4, 14 18

 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. . . . 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial 
offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise 
you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23 32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
24 estion, 



and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it 

l say to us, 
26

27

y I do these things. 
 28

29And he 

30And he went to the other son and sai
31

collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. 
And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds 

 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.



     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Hymn of the Day LSB 783 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 
Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit

Offering

Stand



Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 
  
Merciful Lord, You founded Your Church upon the proclamation 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Purify the tongues of 
Your servants, that the tongues of the wicked may be silenced. 
Turn them from their evil ways, that their sins may be washed 
away. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord God, You have built Your Church and called her to hold 

fast to the Word of life in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
world. Preserve her from all grumbling, rivalry and conceit, and 
sustain her in humble and devout faith until the day of Christ. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O Lord, though the world denies Your justice, strengthen Your 

Church to proclaim it rightly. Let the wicked be broken by Your 
truth, that they may turn and follow in the way of forgiveness 
and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Creator of all things, bless the useful arts of science and industry, 

that we may use Your resources for the good of Your people and 
take responsible care of all You have made. Prevent us from 
misusing Your gifts and our reason, lest we bring harm upon 
ourselves and others. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.



P Mighty Father, all the might of man is nothing before You, yet 
You have appointed earthly realms and rulers to punish evil and 
honor good. Give us faithful leaders who will serve honorably 
and well. Bless also those who serve in the armed forces to 
defend us and protect our liberty. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
  
P O Lord Almighty, draw near to those who face the distress of 

sickness, surgery and pain especially those on our prayer list and 
those who name before You now in our hearts and minds. Let 
them not be afraid, and heal them according to the abundance of 
Your steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O God, in You there is no shadow due to change. Enkindle Your 

divine light in us, t
holding fast to the Word of life and shining brightly in the midst 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those



     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart LSB 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
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